Thomas J. Brannon
December 26, 1937 - November 26, 2021

Thomas J. Brannon of West Columbia, for many years a widely respected
Baptist leader in South Carolina and Texas, passed away Nov. 26, 2021, after
a period of declining health.

The funeral service will be Monday, Nov. 29, 2021, 3:30 pm, at The Wood
Mortuary, 300 West Poinsett Street, Greer, SC. Visitation will be at the
mortuary from 2:15 to 3:15 pm that day.

Dr. Ronald “Dee” Vaughan, pastor of St. Andrews Baptist Church in Columbia,
will officiate. Burial will follow in Wood Memorial Park in Duncan, SC. For
more information, go to www.thewoodmortuary.com, where the service will be
streamed live and also available for later viewing.

Tom was 83. A resident at Laurel Crest Retirement Community in West
Columbia, he had fought multiple forms of cancer and several other ailments
in recent years. Mrs. Adale Hammond was his devoted caregiver and helper
for both Tom and his late wife, Sandra, in recent years.

Sandra, the former Sandra Annette Raines, passed away Dec. 1, 2020. They
were married for 55 years.

Tom was a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Brannon. He is survived by a
sister, Mrs. Lorene Trout, and a brother, Paul Brannon, both of Greer, along
with many nieces and nephews.

Tom grew up on a farm on the outskirts of Greer; while in high school he
developed an interest in writing. In 1955 he made a commitment to fulltime
Christian service. These two callings shaped the rest of his life.



He graduated from North Greenville Junior College and Furman University; he
also attended Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest,
NC. He worked in a textile plant and grocery store to pay his way through
school; while still attending Furman he served as publicity director for the
Greenville Rescue Mission.

He served two summers as student missionary in Kansas, Washington and
Oregon. Those experiences helped shape Tom'’s lifelong support for Christian
missions. In later years he and Sandra visited Southern Baptist missions work
in Brazil, Australia, New Zealand and Europe, among others.

Tom directed communications for the Baptist General Convention of Texas
(BGCT) from 1980 until his retirement. He led a 13-member team that handled
all aspects of communication for the BGCT, a fellowship of more than 4,000
congregations with some 2.2 million members across Texas that partners with
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC).

Earlier he served for 15 years as director of public relations for the South
Carolina Baptist Convention, a similar fellowship of more than 2,100
congregations across the state, also SBC-affiliated. Tom directed all aspects
of the convention’s communications program. He played a key role in planning
and coordinating the convention’s important annual meetings, which drew
thousands of Baptists together for business and inspiration.

Tom began his professional career as director of public relations for the SC
Trade Schools and served there four years. In 1965 he was elected director of
public relations for the SC Baptist Convention.

Over the years he wrote many articles, mostly for denominational publications,
and provided photos to accompany many of these. He won numerous awards
for writing, design, photography and public relations programs.

Tom was a member of the Public Relations Society of America. He was also
active as member and president of the Religious Public Relations Council, an
interdenominational group for religious communicators. He was also member
and president of the Baptist Public Relations Association, (now Baptist
Communicators Association), a nationwide group for communications workers



serving Southern Baptist churches and agencies, which made him a Lifetime
Member.

He was pastor of Amelia Street Baptist Church in Orangeburg for a time and
over the years spoke on missions and communications to many churches
across Texas and South Carolina and beyond. Holston Creek Baptist Church
in Inman licensed Tom to preach; the church was an important part of his early
life.

Later he and Sandra were members of Springdale Baptist Church in West
Columbia and Park Cities Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas. After Tom and
Sandra retired, they moved from Dallas back to Columbia in 2002, where they
were members of St. Andrews Baptist Church. Tom served the church as
deacon, among other roles. In 2019 they moved to Laurel Crest Retirement
Community in West Columbia.

A fitting tribute to Tom was written by his long-time friend and work colleague,
the late Flynn T. Harrell, who directed the South Carolina Baptist Convention’s
financial operations during the years Tom worked there:

“One cannot fail to closely observe the work and spirit of Tom Brannon without
a keen realization that here is a man who deeply loves God and his fellow
man, and one whose talents are being eminently used for the glory of God,”
Flynn wrote.

In place of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to St. Andrews Baptist
Church in Columbia. For contact information, go to https://mysabc.org or call
803-798-7325.



Cemetery Details

Wood Memorial Park

863 Gap Creek Road
Duncan, SC 29334

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 29. 2:15 PM - 3:15 PM (ET)

The Wood Mortuary, Inc.

300 West Poinsett Street
Greer, SC 29650

(864) 877-3351
woodmortuary@bellsouth.net

Service

NOV 29. 3:30 PM (ET)

THE WOOD MORTUARY CHAPEL
300 West Poinsett Street

Greer, SC 29650

(864) 877-3351
woodmortuary@bellsouth.net
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Tribute Wall

The Wood Mortuary created a Webcast in memory of Thomas J.
Brannon

The Wood Mortuary - November 27, 2021 at 08:11 AM

Mr. Brannon, Mr. B., Tom - All one in the same caring, kind and
wonderful boss to me in Communications at BGCT. And great friend
as well and beyond his retirement. He will always be remembered
fondly with great love. He was a true Southern gentleman.

His favorite phrase to yell (his yell wasn’t all that loud) was “Crisis,
crisis!” We all knew that meant drop what you’re doing and take
care of this first. He oversaw the state convention meetings with
calm, poise and a cool head. He and Sandra were great hosts when
we visited them in SC. We saw lots of historical sites, beautiful
places and even Sandra’s family farm. | will never forget him. I'm
glad he is with the Lord now and enjoying his heavenly home with
Sandra close by I'm sure. Much love my friend!

Patti Mercer Kriss

Patti Kriss - December 04, 2021 at 07:52 PM
We are sorry to learn of Tom's passing but thank God for his life and
years of ministry. May God bless you with His peace and comfort

during these difficult days. Rev. and Mrs. Lonnie Shull

Hazel Shull - November 30, 2021 at 04:05 PM



Paul and Family, our heartfelt sympathy in ]
your loss of Thomas. May God wrap you in

His love to give you strength and peace .
during the difficult time and may your “
memories give you comfort as you face the

future. May God bless and keep you is our prayer. Sent with our
love and prayers,
Clyde and Linda Roberts

Clyde & Linda C. Roberts - November 26, 2021 at 08:15 PM

Tom was RA leader n | loved him so n Sandra | knew well she was
my wife's nurl3e when 1st baby born in columbia

He was a godly man.im deeply sadden to. Hear of passing.my
prayers go out to the family.

Billy Garrett

William garrett - November 26, 2021 at 07:53 PM

As a recent graduate from University my |
friend and | took a road trip to Dallas to visit

TJ and Sandra. During that trip TJ took us all
over town, he gave us a guided tour, took us \A
to the shopping mall, fed us multiple meals

and listened to us prattle on about our future.
One of the loveliest humans I've ever known.

Tracy Raines

Tracy Raines - November 26, 2021 at 06:23 PM



